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Abstract: During the maritime archaeological explorations a few sites of protohistoric in  nature have 
been noticed along the Saurashtra coast. The trial excavations of a few sites namely Bet Dwarka and 
Bhokhira on the western Saurashtra coast yielded the remains of late Harappan phase and provide the 
insight i n fo  the settlement pattern of this period along the coast of Saurashtra. Majority of the sites are 
under cultivation thus original cultural deposition cannot be determined correctly, however, present 
deposit is between 20 and 75 cm. Radiocarbon and thermoluminescence dates from these sites provide a 
time bracketfor the settlement between the 18" and thelZ1" century BC. Other two sites namely Kanjetar 
and Kaj are situated on the mid-Saurashtra coast were explored and the pottery assemblage is similar to 
fhosefourrd at ahove mentioned site and also they have some close similarity with Potteryfrom Prabhasa 

J'atana. Coastal uploration during the season of 2011-12 near Madhopur yielded a small settlement with 
similar typt' pottery noticed at Antroli. Majority of the sites are situated very close to the coastal area and 
this provides us an opporttmity to analysc the reason for settlements. 
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Introduction 
Saurashtra coast on the western margin of India has been the favourable area for 
human settlement since the early stone-age (Marathe 1981). A large number of sites 
dating back to the mid 3rd millennium BC have been discovered and a few of them, for 
instance, Lothal (Rao 1979), Padri (Shinde 1992), Prabhasa (Sankalia 1974), Bet Dwarka 
(Gaur et al. 2005) and Nageshwar (Hegde et al. 1990), Bhokhira (Gaur et al. 2006) have 
been excavated extensively. Archaeological discoveries indicate that maritime activities 
including trade and commerce were important in Gujarat since the Harappan times 
(Rao 1979). During the last one and half decades of archaeological investigations along 
the southern Saurashtra coast yielded half a dozen sites of protohistoric period and 
many of the historical and medieval periods. The excavations of these sites enhanced 
our understanding of establishment of Harappan settlement, their town planning, 
utilization of various resources and specialized craft in Saurashtra region. 

The coastline of southern Saurashtra between Okha in the west and ~ h a m b h a t  in the 




























